History teaches the importance of being afforded
a high-quality education. Life provides the ability to

RELENTLESS
RIGOR-

choose your own adventure and define your future while

also influencing those around you. What would your table

of contents and chapter titles be?

BASH 2018 info inside!
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WE NOW HAVE LESS THAN 700 DAYS TO CHANGE OHIO’S LAWS
TO ENSURE ALL STUDENTS CAN ACCESS HIGH-QUALITY EDUCATION.
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Thanks for caring about the scholars at Breakthrough Schools.

Some things that we're happy about:

- The Stanford University CREDO study named Breakthrough as the
#1 charter network in Ohio.

- Our middle schools collectively outperformed every other middle school
in Cuyahoga County except Orange and Beachwood in student growth
(Value Add measure on state report card).

- Last year, our 8th graders collectively earned $1.4 million in scholarships
to the top independent high schools in NE Ohio.

- Breakthrough schools are the most popular K-8 schools in Cleveland,
enrolling more students per grade than any other school.

- Next year, Breakthrough will be the third largest “district” in Cuyahoga
County, enrolling over 3,500 students. Cleveland and Parma will be
#1and #2.

- Citizens Leadership Academy was again named a “Momentum” school
by the Ohio Department of Education.

- Our philanthropic support remains strong.

BREAKTHROUGH SCHOOLS

Some things we're not happy about:

- Our public funding continues to be unfair to our families.

Our children receive less than 2/3 of the per-pupil funding than
their district counterparts.

- Aside from a one-time grant, we receive virtually no funding for our
facilities. This means we are forced to spend considerably less than
district schools and must continue to seek philanthropic help.

- The state failed to increase funding for our schools even though our
personnel and other expenses continue to rise. Our great teachers
and administrators deserve raises.

- Our share of the local property tax per child continues to decrease
as we add more students.

The clock ticks down to 2020. We will persist with relentless rigor to solve our funding issues while maintaining excellent academic results

so our scholars continue to be sought after by the best high schools in the area.

Your help in advocating for fair funding while supporting our scholars with your philanthropic gifts will help us continue to fulfill our mission.

Please bring your friends to visit our schools.

Thank you.
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Many thanks to our Community Partner Event Sponsors who have committed their support for the entire 2017-2018 fiscal year.
For more information on sponsorship details, contact Karen at ksolomon(@breakthroughschools.org.
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EVENING HIGHLIGHTS

5:30  Registration opens
5:30 - 7:00  Social hour including cocktails and hors d’oeuvres
5:30 - 10:00 Raffle and silent auction

7:00  Dinner begins, along with our program led by Breakthrough
students! Then, raise your hand high (with your paddle) so the
class can see that you support a high-quality education for all.

8:45 - Midnight  Recess! Go wild and mingle with your friends all you

want over cocktails, fabulous desserts and coffee bars.

RESERVE YOUR TABLE/SEATS TODAY!
ONLINE:  www.breakthroughschools.org/friends/events/bash2018/

PHONE OR EMAIL:  Sam Steinfeld, Director of Resource Development, at
(216) 373-2646 or ssteinfeld@breakthroughschools.org

Karen Solomon, Director of Annual Fund, at

(216) 373-2795 or ksolomon(@breakthroughschools.org
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We are very excited to announce the formation of the Semper Virens Legacy Society to recognize individuals who have Vice Chair
made a legacy commitment to Breakthrough Schools. This giving society is also being created in concert with the recent Richard Pace
formation of the Friends of Breakthrough Schools Legacy Fund of the Cleveland Foundation. Founding members Vice Chair

to the society who made a previous commitment include William and Mary Conway, Walter and Jean Kalberer,

Jack Sherwin, William Seelbach, and John and Susan Turben. A number of Friends of Breakthrough board members Thomas Rudibaugh
will be adding their names as members this year. A formal reception will be held in the spring of 2018 to recognize all Vice Chair

BREAKTHROUGH SCHOOLS

Since the inception of Breakthrough Schools, so many of our generous donors have included our schools in their
estate plans, and we are excited to announce that we have formalized a legacy giving program. We know this important
action is past due.

individuals who have taken this important step for the future.

Bridget Moreno

The establishment of the fund solidifies our partnership with our donors, as well as with the Cleveland Foundation. Vice Chair
Legacy gift commitments strengthen the fund corpus established by Friends of Breakthrough Schools. Growth of the Jeff Berlin
fund will build out our investment portfolio to help ensure the long term financial sustainability of our network of Treasurer
schools. Through this partnership, Friends of Breakthrough gains access to the large investment pools of the Cleveland
Foundation, as well as their years of experience and proven track record of success in this arena.

Jennifer Grossman
Secretary

Establishing the Semper Virens Legacy Society recognizes the significant and deep commitment of our donors.
Semper Virens is Latin for ‘evergreen’ and we feel this is so fitting for the support these generous people have provided
for current and future students in Cleveland.

Megan Arth
Suresh Bafna
Ed Bell

More information about the Semper Virens Legacy Society will be issued in the months to come. Frank Bird

If you are interested in learning more about legacy giving and tax deductible planned gifts, please contact Julia Bolton

Susan Ertle at sertle@breakthroughschools.org. Denise Carkhuff
James Carulas

Thank you to our Semper Virens Legacy Society founding members. These gifts are making a difference today Smisl@ole

by allowing us to plan for Breakthrough's greatest needs tomorrow and well int* Timothy Coughlin

Jeffrey Cristal

Karen Davies
James Manley
Mike de Windt
Martin Gates
Robert Gillespie
Vipin Gupta
Andrew Lee

Students, families, teachers, and community members enjoy the second annual Diversity Celebration John LeMay
at Citizens Academy Mahatma Gandhi Campus, an evening that embraces the nonviolence teachings Cecll Lipscomb
of Mahatma Gandhi through education, performances, and cultural appreciation.

David Lowman
James Manley
Michael Merriman
Alfred Miller

Jane Outcalt

WHAT WE,RE Pqppie Parish

Michelle Perez

Peter Rome
Rita Sehgal

Diane Singer
E. Prep and Village Prep Willard scholars celebrate the dedication of their school, John Sinnenberg

made possible through the generosity of the Nordson Corporation Foundation, Heather Thi|tgen

with Cecilia Render and Mike Hilton. William Vogelgesang

George von Zedlitz

OUR SCHOOLS Brent Zimmerman

PREPARATORY
Entrepreneurship Preparatory School: Cliffs Campus
Village Preparatory School: Cliffs Campus

ADVISORY BOARD

Jeanette Grasselli Brown

Entrepreneurship Preparatory School: Woodland Hills David Gunning

Village Preparatory School: Woodland Hills Walter Kalberer
EXPEDITIONARY Entrepreneurship Preparatory School: Willard John Sherwin, Jr.
Citizens Leadership Academy: Saltzman Campus Village Preparatory School: Willard

Citizens Leadership Academy East



BECOME AVOLUNTEER

We are so incredibly thankful to have over 5O
volunteers working with scholars in our schools on a
regular basis. Whether it is reading out loud, practicing
math facts, or helping with homework, our students
and volunteers love their time together! Breakthrough
volunteers work with individual students or small
groups, and they make a huge impact on their student
scores and growth. If you are interested in becoming

a volunteer, please contact Kelly Berg at

kberg@breakthroughschools.org or 216-373-2818.

THANK YOU JIM KAVALEC!

The kindness of our community never ceases to amaze us.
Of his own accord, Friends of Breakthrough board member
Jim Kavalec purchased 144 brand new winter coats to donate
to students across the Breakthrough Schools network before
Thanksgiving break. Jim’s efforts inspired a number of others to
collect and donate an overwhelming amount of winter gear.
Thanks to Jim and everyone else for helping to keep
our students warm and demonstrating generosity,

a virtue we strive to teach our students.

THANK YOU!

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

FRIENDS OF

BREAKTHROUGH SCHOOLS

3615 SUPERIOR AVENUE e SUITE 3103A ¢ CLEVELAND, OHIO 44114

FriendsoFBreakthrough.org


https://breakthroughschools.org/friends/

