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2016Invest In Education - 
Dividends for Life!

A New School on the West Side!
The 12th Breakthrough school opened on West 
93rd Street in August.  Village Prep Willard started 
with kindergartners and first graders, and is 
housed in an original school built in 1890.  With a 
little love and a lot of work, this historical building has 
been transformed into a welcoming and safe learning 
space for our students. We are also excited to have 
a high-quality Council for Economic Opportunities in 
Greater Cleveland (CEOGC) Head Start preschool 
share the building. We expect a natural transition for 
these families right into Village Prep!  The dedication 
of the school held in September was well attended 
and visitors, including donors, board members, and 
community members, had the opportunity to see 
scholars and teachers in action.  Next year, the third 
E Prep (eventually serving grades 5-8) will open on 
the same campus.

To arrange for a tour, contact Katie Emerson at
kemerson@breakthroughschools.org. 

Ribbon cutting for new preschool located at Citizens Academy, Mahatma Gandhi Campus

A note from John Zitzner
We can’t say “thanks” enough.  Over 1,000 
donors, hundreds of volunteers, and a terrific team 
of educators make it possible for Breakthrough 
Schools to provide a quality education to over 
3,600 scholars throughout 12 different schools - all 
in Cleveland.  Unfortunately, due to the ongoing 
discriminatory funding of public community (charter) 
schools like ours, philanthropy continues to be an 
absolute necessity, not a “nice to have.”  Your help 
has allowed us to triple the number of schools and 
students since 2010.  Thank you so much!

Danaja throwing out the first pitch with EDGE!
(Details inside)

PS - Clock’s ticking... see 
inside for details and more 
updates from me.

First day of school at our new Village Prep Willard!
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We now have less than 1,121 days to make 

sure Ohio’s laws get changed to ensure all 
students can access high-quality education. 
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OUR SCHOOLS

AON Risk Solutions held their annual Community Day at Citizens 

Academy Southeast (CAS).  AON brought over 40 volunteers 

to CAS for a day of beautification. The team split into groups to 

provide as many services as they could in one day, including: 

building a beautiful flower garden by one of the school entrances, 

planting a new vegetable garden for the students to tend to when 

they returned from summer break, painting classrooms, assisting 

with school inventory, and a ton of cleaning!  Staff and students 

returning from summer break were so excited to see all the new 

updates and gorgeous gardens. THANK YOU AON!

Community Day with AON Risk Solutions!

BRIEFING DESK

Academic Results Are In!
As widely predicted, state test results plummeted statewide. 
Experts noted several reasons for the dramatic drop off: 1) 
this was the third different test in the last three years; 2) the 
difficulty of the test increased as standards are now tougher; 
3) the cut scores are higher than in past years; and 4) almost 
all of our students took the tests on computer vs. paper and 
pencil.  Despite all of these challenges, our schools continue 
to outperform most other K-8 urban schools…not just in 
Cleveland, but in each of the largest cities in the state (The 
Big 8).

In the student growth -- or Value-Added -- category, three 
of the top 10 schools in Cleveland are ours, with Citizens 
Leadership Academy taking the #1 position.  Eight Breakthrough 
schools finished in the top 25 in Cleveland in overall academic 
performance with Near West Intergenerational School finishing 
#3 in the city. All of our rated schools finished in the top 1/3 of 
schools in Cleveland.  And, as a network, we again led other 
charter management organizations throughout the state.

This year, we expect even better results as our educators 
are working tirelessly to help our students master the tougher 
standards. Our school tour events offer you the unique 
experience of seeing a school in action. See back page for 
dates, times, and more information!

More important updates from JZ

Major Advocacy Update!
Our first victory was the establishment of a $25 million 
competitive state facilities fund set aside for high-quality charter 
schools.  Breakthrough Schools applied for $6.5 million in 
grant funding, with a matching $6.5 million in philanthropy,  for 
facilities that will serve more children.  We were awarded 100% 
of our ask and we’re using that money right now at three of our 
growing schools.  

The countdown clock in my office shows the number of days, 
hours and minutes to 2020 (tick tock above).  We must fix the 
public funding problem by then.   

Thanks again for your support, and please invite your friends to 
visit a school soon.

Blue Plate Special
On August 24th, 400 friends, old and new, filled the room 

at Windows on the River for a captivating conversation with 

KIPP Co-Founder Mike Feinberg and a special introduction by 

Breakthrough Alumnus Stanley Jordan. Thank you to everyone for 

making our 2nd Annual Blue Plate Special Community Luncheon 

another sold-out event. 

A special thank you goes out to our Founding Event Chair, 

Bridget Moreno, and the rest of the Blue Plate Special Host 

Committee:  Guniya Bafna, Julia Bolton, Richard & Joanne Clark, 

Jen Grossman, Bill Koehler, Alan Kopit, Dennis Lafferty, Rita 

Sehgal, and Diane Singer. 

Save the date for next year’s luncheon featuring civil rights 

activist and education reform advocate, Howard Fuller!

August 23, 2017
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A Homerun with EDGE
Over 50 business and civic leaders hosted over 100 middle school students from Cleveland’s Breakthrough Schools on Thursday, September 8, 2016 for a day of mentoring and fun at the Cleveland Indians game. Students shared their education and career goals with hosts over lunch in the club section. And, maybe the best part of the day was cheering the Tribe on to a win! Thanks to EDGE, Cleveland Indians, and the generous support from hosts and sponsoring organizations, including Fifth Third Private Bank, Nordson Corporation, and World Shipping, Inc.! We look forward to another fun day out next season!

To participate in the 2017 Day at the Ballpark, please contact Brittany Bush at Brittany@edgef.org or 216-905-7957.

Sherwin Williams brought 
over 100 volunteers from 
their Northeast Ohio 
offices to the E Prep and 
Village Prep Cliffs Campus.  
In one day, they painted 
the entire interior of both 
Village and E Prep!  This 
was a HUGE undertaking 
to complete in the time they 
had. Volunteers were also 
able to enjoy lunch and a 
tour while learning about 
The Preps and our other 
Breakthrough Schools.  The 
80+ staff and 750+ students 
say THANK YOU Sherwin 
Williams for making their 
school look beautiful and 
brand new again!

Fresh Coat with 
Sherwin Williams 



Sure to be a SELLOUT celebration!

friendsofbreakthrough.org
3615 Superior Suite 3103A Cleveland OH 44114

When: Saturday, January 28, 2017
Where: Hilton Cleveland Downtown  

Evening Highlights:

Student led dinner program
Awesome Acts of Breakthrough – the Silent Wins! 

(Student Recognition)
Entertainment by That 80’s Band

Raffle, live auction, and fund a need

More than 80% of tables already SOLD!

Become a sponsor and reserve your table/seats today 
at BreakthroughSchools.org/Friends/Events.

Or, contact Karen Solomon at
ksolomon@breakthroughschools.org.

PRESENTING SPONSOR

Come visit a school - and bring a friend, too!
School is in full swing and now is a great time to stop by and see what our scholars are up to! We invite you to come learn about developments at Breakthrough Schools and in urban education. All of our school tours include a dialogue with school leaders and a briefing by John Zitzner, Friends of Breakthrough Schools President. Grab a friend or two and join us at one of our upcoming school tour events! Please contact Katie Emerson at kemerson@breakthroughschools.org for more information and to RSVP. 

BASH HOST COMMITTEE - THANK YOU!

Diane Singer- Co-Chair | Julie Cristal- Co-Chair
Guniya and Suresh Bafna  l  Jeffrey Cristal

Susan and Michael Cristal  l  Ann and Joe Dreher
Anshawn Ivery  l  Megan Johnston | Holyn and Jack Koch  

Susie and Alan Kopit  l  Katie and Charlie Lougheed  
Bridget and Bernie Moreno  l  Eliza and John Saada
Rita and Sanjay Sehgal  l  Tracy and Bruce Wilhelm

Hillary Goldberg Zashin and Stephen Zashin

DONATE   ADVOCATE   VOLUNTEER

HONOREE


